
British Business Association – Eastern Province 

22 January 2017 

Members’ Update 

Dear BBA Member 

The Committee hopes that all members had an enjoyable Christmas holiday period, and we wish every 

BBA member a very successful and happy 2017. 

The new year certainly seems to be full of challenges – globally, and in Saudi, the business community 

is facing various “known unknowns”: how will the Trump presidency develop, what will Brexit actually 

mean, what will the Eastern Province see from the implementation of Vision 2030 and the NTP, and 

how will Aramco’s IPO affect the shape of its business? 

As we have stated before, the Committee believes the BBA can offer support to its membership in 

times of uncertainty, and can act as a source of perspective in evaluating what the commercial and 

economic environment might look like in our region over coming years. 

Events 

The Committee is certainly making sure the BBA diary remains full.  Please note the following events 

in your diaries and make every effort to support them:   

 Our Networking Drinks on 11 January was a highly enjoyable way to begin the new 

year.  As ever, huge thanks to Steve Graham for the use of 50A 

 The Jubail Committee is holding a Burn’s Night supper in Jubail on 23 January 

(7.30pm, Bechtel Compound).  This is always an excellent occasion, with superb 

food, and members are strongly encouraged to attend (please contact Richard Gray; 

grayrj@saudichevron.com ) 

 The next BBA Bahrain brunch will be held on 10 February at the Bahrain Sofitel; a 

flyer has already gone out 

 A business speaker dinner will be held on 22 February at 50A (topic to be confirmed; 

flyer out shortly) 

 Networking drinks and a further speaker dinner are being planned for March 

 The BBA AGM and annual dinner will most likely be held in early April. 

Oil and Gas Special Interest Group – 24 January 

Committee member Keith Stephen is organising a further meeting of the Oil and Gas Industry SIG on 

Tuesday 24 January (a flyer has gone out).  Andrew Burgess (BBA member, Engineer) will be speaking 

about the Ras Al Khair maritime development project and, in particular, opportunities for British 

business in the project supply chain.  The venue will be the offices of the law firm Jones Day (AlHugayet 

Tower, Alkhobar), at 6.30pm, and all members with an interest in the energy, offshore and marine 

sectors should attend. 

 



Website / LinkedIn 

Members are requested to continue monitoring the BBA website (www.bbaep.org) for 

announcements and useful links.  Please also make use of the BBA’s LinkedIn pages. 

Members are notified that we will shortly be “going live” with posting the membership list on the 

website, behind a password, so that BBA members have easy access to fellow members’ contact 

details for purposes of networking.  If you have a particular reason why your details should not appear, 

please contact the Secretary. 

New Committee 

Each AGM a new Committee is elected by the full membership to serve for the following year (April 

to April).  Nomination forms will be sent out with the AGM papers well in advance of the meeting 

itself.  All members are requested to begin considering whether you feel able to add expertise, time 

and support to the BBA - if so, please do put your name forward to stand for the new committee. 

If you wish to find out more, please contact any Committee member. 

BRFC 

The Committee confirms that new entrance procedures for BBA members have lately been agreed 

and are now being implemented with BRFC. BRFC wish, understandably, to withdraw reciprocal 

discounted entrance from those BBA members who reside in Bahrain, as this is unfair on the BRFC’s 

own Bahrain-based members.  BRFC are willing to continue making discounted entrance available to 

BBA members who live in Saudi. 

BRFC now request the right to confirm members’ place of residence, as BBA members enter the club.  

Please respect these new arrangements.  Any abuse will result in individual BBA membership being 

withdrawn, and may threaten this benefit being offered to the wider BBA membership. 

************ 

The Committee wishes all members a very enjoyable winter / spring, and we look forward to seeing 

as many members as possible at our forthcoming events.  BBA membership also, don’t forget, brings 

entrance to the events of the BBBF in Bahrain and the other business groups around the Gulf. 

Kind regards,   

Edward Rose, Chairman 

 

http://www.bbaep.org/

