
British Business Association – Eastern Province 

24 March 2016 

Members’ Update 

Dear BBA Member 

We hope that members have had a productive and enjoyable first three months of 2016.  The oil 

price seems to be struggling upwards again, so that may improve overall business sentiment in the 

Kingdom somewhat.  Meanwhile, it is believed the government is working on a national 

transformation plan - it remains to be seen what opportunities this might offer British business, 

including those located in the EP.  The following note provides an update about recent and 

forthcoming BBA activities: 

1. Renewals 2016.  Members have received several reminders about the renewal of their 

membership for 2016.  The deadline in 31 March 2016.  If a renewal is not made by the 

expiry of the deadline, membership will terminate and the individual in question will need to 

re-apply for membership.  Those who fail to renew will not be able to attend or vote at this 

year’s AGM, and will lose the other benefits associated with membership.   

 

Please therefore renew now if you have not already done so.  Please also continue to 

encourage potential members to join the BBA. 

 

2. Bahrain RFC.  On the subject of membership, and further to the Committee’s earlier note to 

members, please be advised that Bahrain Rugby Football Club has terminated its agreement 

with the BBA.  This is on the grounds of abuse of the reduced-entry privilege by some 

members, who passed their cards to non-BBA members to allow such non-members to gain 

entry.  The BBA has existing arrangements with other clubs in Bahrain, and members are 

reminded that membership of the BBA gives access privilege to the card holder only, not to 

guests, and BBA members should not abuse this privilege. 

 

3. AGM.  The association’s Annual General Meeting will be held on the evening of Monday 18 

April, at 50A Oasis Gardens, by kind permission of Steve Graham.   Members will receive 

formal notice and full details very shortly.  All members are strongly encouraged to attend, 

to hear reports on the past year’s activities, to vote on the items on the agenda, and to 

enjoy a networking dinner.  All members and spouses are welcome. 

Nomination papers will also be sent out for the positions on the 2016/17 Committee.  Please 

consider if you wish to stand for one of the roles on the Committee; there are seven roles to 

fill.  All members should feel free to put their names forward if they wish to contribute 

directly to supporting the BBA in this fashion. 

4. Geoff Fennah.  Geoff, having been a member of the BBA for over 25 years and Chairman for 

over 10 years, has decided to stand down from the Committee at the AGM.  All members 

will wish to thank Geoff for his enormous contribution to the BBA over these years, and we 

will be recognising his achievements in full at the AGM. 



5. Survey results.  Please find attached (and on the BBA website) a response by the Committee 

to the results of the membership survey which was conducted last year. Some changes have 

already been made to how the BBA operates, and further changes will be debated by the in-

coming Committee after the AGM.  Please take time to read through the response, and 

please contribute any ideas which you have to help make the BBA a success. 

 

The new Committee is likely to take steps in April/May to make the membership list 

available to all members, in order to facilitate networking amongst the association.  The aim 

will be to permit access through a password protected document placed on the website.  In 

advance of this process, members can expect to be contacted about whether they wish to 

opt out of having their details appear on the published list.  If an “opt out” is not received, it 

will be assumed that members are willing for their details to appear on the list. 

 

6. Recent  and Forthcoming events. 

 

 Wednesday 24 February - The BBA held another highly informative speaker dinner; 

our thanks to Tom Dheeb (speaker) and our hosts, Luisa and Steve Graham. 

 Wednesday 2 March – Members and guests enjoyed a great quiz night at Zamil 

Village; many thanks to Jeff Stewart, Luisa Graham and Ting Jones for organising. 

 Wednesday 16 March – The BTO kindly invited a number of members to attend a 

reception held to mark the visit of Lord King to the Eastern Province; Tom King is the 

Prime Minister’s special trade envoy to the Kingdom. 

 Wednesday 30 March - Members have been notified already about BBA Networking 

Drinks, to be held outside at 19hrs at 50A Oasis Gardens (with thanks to Steve 

Graham).  Members and spouses welcome. 

 Monday 18 April – AGM (see above); further details in due course. 

 May – Bahrain weekend brunch (details TBC). 

 Friday 3 June - BBBF and BBA joint golf day at the Royal Golf Club, Bahrain; 12:30 

shotgun (details of entry fee to follow from the BBBF).  

 

7. Comments / Ideas.  Please feel free to contact any Committee member with thoughts about 

the BBA’s objectives and potential future initiatives.  Contributions from all BBA members 

are always welcome. 

 

8. BBA office.  Feedback suggests that the new office hours are working well.  Sun–Thurs, 9-

11.30hrs.  Contact details: Luisa Graham, BBA Administrator, Tel: 013 8825629, Email: 

secretary@bbaep.org .  

The Committee looks forward to seeing as many members as possible on 30 March and 18 April.  All 

best wishes for a restful Easter break, if you are managing to get away. 

Geoff Fennah, Chairman 

Edward Rose, General Secretary 
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